ABSTRACT Childhood and Children's Studies programs are popping up in universities all over the world these days. For the most part, the impetus for these programs is coming from the disciplines of sociology, psychology, medical sciences, and law; researchers in these disciplines often choose to focus their energies on the politics and cultural practices that affect the lives of children.1 Despite Mary Galbraith's recent calls for children's literature scholars to take the lead in developing such programs, humanities scholars specializing in children's issues are rare, and truly integrated interdisciplinary programs even rarer.2 The problem lies in part, I think, in the way disciplines situate knowledge and perceive effective praxis. My own doctoral work took place in an interdisciplinary program, and it was truly revelatory for me to see the antagonisms played out in the intellectual debates within and across the disciplines of the Human Sciences. But another serious impediment to the academic study of children is precisely related to our sentimental relationship to the subject. Affect is anathema to the scientific community, but thinking about children or childhood without strong feeling seems impossible. Nonetheless, we are finding ways beyond these impasses to develop programs whose outcomes will, we hope, produce positive social change. The questions undertaken by scholars of Children's Studies are necessarily philosophical, theoretical, and pragmatic, often at one and the same time. And their answers are always provisional and experimental, hinging on an ethical and methodological pluralism that must be maintained if we are to intervene effectively in the lives of children. So what are some of the issues at stake in the development of the field of Children's Studies? And how might those of us involved in the different disciplines attempt to define the scope and the limits of our involvement in such a project? When the study of children moves from the social sciences to the humanities, the name of the field changes.
